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Paul of Russia,   was  assassinated in the  Michael  Palace at St.

Petersburg.

On March 23 rd Vansittart returned to the fleet with the Crown
Prince of Denmark's rejection of the British ultimatum. Nelson
was thereupon summoned to the flagship. " Now we are sure of
fighting," he wrote in jubilation to Lady Hamilton, " I am sent
for! " He found all in the deepest gloom, Vansittart expatiating on
the strength of the Danish defences, and Parker, appalled by his
account of great batteries erected by multitudes of defiant Danes,
in favour of anchoring in the Kattegat till the united Baltic navies
emerged to give battle. Nelson thereupon set to work, quietly and
cheerfully, to argue the Council of War round: " to bring," as he
put it, " people to the post." Pacing up and down the flagship's
stateroom he pressed his reasons for attacking, and, lucidly, per-
suasively, yet with a flame which shamed all fears, showed how
it might be done. After learning that the Copenhagen defences
were strongest in the north where the Trekronor Battery barred
the approach from the Sound, Nelson suggested that the fleet
should follow the longer route by the Great Belt round Zealand
and so fall on the enemy where he was least expecting attack, in the
rear. The manoeuvre would have had the additional advantage of
placing the British between the Danes and their Russian and Swedish
allies. But the great thing, he insisted, was to attack at once. " Go
by the Sound or by the Belt or anyhow," he said, ** only lose not
an hour."

It was not Nelson's habit to leave anything to chance. He had
talked the Council round, but as /soon as he returned to his ship
he sat down to write a long letter to Parker emphasising the reasons
for action. 'This document, dated March 24th, is the very quintes-
sence of Nelson: daring, sagacious, winning. "The more I have
reflected, the more I am confirmed in opinion that not a moment
should be lost in attacking the enemy. They will every day and
hour be stronger; we shall never be so good a match for them as at
this moment. . . . By Mr. Vansittart's account their state of pre-
paration exceeds what he conceives our Government thought
possible, and the Danish Government is hostile to us in the greatest
possible degree. Therefore here you are, with almost the safety,
certainly with the honour of England more entrusted to you than